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PREFACE. 

The present edition of the Devinamavilasa of ? 
Sahib Kaula of Kashmir forms the sixty third volum|:f 
of the Kashmir Series of Texts and Studies. It is 
based on, the collation of the following Manuscript 
material. ; . - 

?fr. A birchbark manuscript in Sarada chara¬ 
cters belonging to Pt. Radha Krishan Kaul of Sri¬ 
nagar. Contains 121 leaves having 16 lines on each 
side with 21 letters in each line. Old and partly 
decayed. Correct. Measures 10i"x7i". 

Written on country-paper in Sarada chara¬ 
cters. Belongs to Pt. ^ivanath Sarma of the 
Research Department. Contains 110 leaves having 
19 lines on each side with 23 letters in each line. 
Fresh. Measures 9J" x 7i''. 

JT. Of the Departmental library. Co^ists of 
537 leavS.with 8 lines per page having 12 letters per 
line. ^A^ritten in Sarada characters on country- 
paper. Measures 8“ x 6ir"- 



II 


New purchase of the Department. Written 
in Sirada characters on old country-paper, containing 
190 leaves with 16 lines per page of 16 letters each. 
Measures 7^1" x 5i". 



INTRODUCTION. 


The Devlnamavilasa is the fruit of the poetic 
talent of Sahib Kaula. In it he has tried to follow 
the same theme as is given to the BhavSm-sahasra- 
nama. The scene is laid in the Mount Kailasa as 
to the Bhavhnl-sahasranama. Each of the thousand 
names given of the goddess is furnished mth ^ 
explanation to the Poem. It is divide 
sixteen cantos and each conto is called 
a part or devotion. 


SUMMARY OF THE CANTOS. 

Canto I. Describes the romantic scenery of the 
KauasaId the different parts of the body of Siva 
whose chief abode is the Kailasa. 

Canto. II. Describes Nandi the attendant-in¬ 
chief of Siva and his duties as such, the Darbar of 
Siva and the homage paid by the gods to him. 

Canto III. In this Nandi offers to his lord Siva 
a hymn of praises and implores him to take him into 
confidence as to the object of his contemplation. 
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Canto IV. In it Siva reveals the glory of his 
consort Devi, fully describing her bodily form from 
the foot to the crown of the head. 

Canto V. Herein Siva further describes how 
the Dev! is worshipped by the different beings 
created by her and undertakes to reveal to Nandi the 
Sahasranama or the thousand names of the Devi. 

Cantos VI to XV are devoted to providing the 
explanations for each name of the Devi of thousand 
names. 

Canto XVI. It sets forth beautifully the uses 
to which the Sahasranama or the thousand names can 
be put and the merit that accrues from its recita¬ 
tion etc. 

Sahib Kaula composed the Devinamavilasa in 
the Vikrama year 1723 corresponding to 1666 A. D. 
on the 14th bright day of BaisS.kh. ’While recording 
1676 A. D, as the date of his another composition 
called Kalpavriksha, he says that he was fortyseven 
years old at that time. From this we can conclude 
that he was born in the year 1629 A. D. He came 
of the family of Kaulas. 

His parents were known by the names of Kri¬ 
shna Kaula and Buddhi. He had two brothers, one 
elder and the other younger namely Sudarsana 
Kaula and Siddha Kaula. The name of his maternal 
grand-father was Siva Rajanaka of Labru family. 
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; received his initiation from his maternal uncle 
ina Svami. His wife was called Sri Devi. Two 
IS were born to her Natha Kaula and Jyotishpra- 
5a Kaula. Gahga seems to have been his elder 
ter. There are very many direct descendants of 
n living at present in Srinagar. The present editor 
the Kashmir Series of Texts & Studies has the 
nour of being the eight in descent from Sahib 
lula. A large number of anecdotes is related 
out the spiritual powers that he used to exercise 
ring his lifetime, but their narration is oflf the mark 
in the following pages he is put before the world 
scholars only as a literary man. 

In the Devinamavilasa, he has given us a good 
3of of his scholarship and his love of alliteration 
d other figures of speech is much in evidence. Of 
i artificial poetry also, he has given some instances 
vards the end of the poem. 

The other literary compositions, which are 
sociated with him, are named below:— 

1. Sivasiddhiniti. 

2. Gayatrimantrabhashya. 

3. Chitspharasaradvaya. 

4. Sacchidanandakandali. 

5. Sivasaktivilasa. 

6. Sarikastava. 

7. Guruvrittachintamani. 
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8. Sahajarchanashashtika. 

9. Nijatmabodha. 

10. Chandramaulistava. 

11. Suprabhatastava. 

12. Gitasara. 

13. Jatakodaharapa. 
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